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“The words of the Buddha’s
teaching resonate in the mind of
those persons who deeply lament

over themselves.”

ERyOEST
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In the past month, donations to the amount of $3,264.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $25.00 in the donation box which also deposited to the Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building

fund. The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations:

* Ms Chieko Hartono — Pledge contribution

* Mr Ben Hayward Anegawa — Mother’ s 1 year memorial
* Ms Kaoru Murray — Pledge contribution

* Rev Mark Healsmith — Pledge contribution

* Ms Ayako Mitsui—-Browne — Donations

* M/M Kazushi Ishida — Memorial Service

* Mr Hisakazu Akiyoshi — Donations

* Ms Yoshiko Gault — Special Donation

* Mr Norman Fung — Hanamatsuri Donation

* Ms Mayumi Saito — Pledge contribution

* Mr Victor Davidson — Pledge contribution

* Mr Shigeki likura — Pledge contribution

* Ms Hitomi Howard — Memorial service

* Prof Yoshikazu Shiobara — Special Donation

* Buddhist Council of NSW — Chaplain fund

* Japan Club of Sydney — Honorarium for printing (Apr ~July)

Thank you very much in Gassho
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HBMA News! Shakyo Class was held at HBMA b

Introducing Z#E (Shakyo) Class at HBMA
' During the month of

BULLETIN

- May and dJune, first
-~ ever Shakyo Class was
held at HBMA for 5
. weeks session.

4| Two ladies from our

~ community showed
their interests and
~ participated  Shakyo

classes and successfully com- %
pleting the Josei-ge Sutra. Con-
gratulation to Rika and Mi-
chiko!

s r—

[ Shakyo ] Tracing the Sutras

By mindfully tracing the sacred
scripture, Shakyo, will bring
you peace of mind in you spiri-
tual life.

1t doesn’t matter if one has faith (rop) Rika (bottom) Mi-
Iin Buddhism or not, or if one’s chiko are tracing Jusei-
writing is good or not. ge sutra during the
As people Iliving in the busy pre-
sent day to day situation, we
can cherish quiet and sacred¥
moments fostered by Shakyo, »
and make this calligraphy asf 4
Zen, deeply look at the self —
an essential part of our every-
day lives.

class.(05/05/22)

Any one i1s welcome to meet in
this class to trace sutras.

If you are interested in Shakyo
lesson to explore new and spiritual experience,
please contact Rev Watanabe if you wish to experi-
ence Shakyo! In Gassho,

EEEEMEMEES!

| New Member
Welcome to HBMA/

AAA

= Ms Megumi Bennett E
\ Bonsai master (NSW)

S Thank you Megumi-san for

joining our community! We
all hope you will enjoy listening to the Dharma
and living your life of appreciation to Amida
Buddha reciting Namo Amida Butsu.
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BLACKMORES
SYDNEY RUNNING

| 2

2022 Run for Peace & HBMA
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“Face to face” Sydney Run-
ning Festival is back! e
It will be held on Sunday 18

September! '

@® Rev Watanabe is once
again planning to join the
Sydney Running Festival
and run 42.195km for the
WORLD PEACE and also for#
the HONGWANJI BUDDHIST MISSION OF AUSTRA
LIA.
@® Anyone could join this Running festival as they
have choices of 3km family run, 10km, half mara-
thon and full marathon.
® If you could kindly donate for this event to
support Reverend’s Run, please make a dona-
tion to the following account.

BANK INFORMATION (WESTPAC)

ACCOUNT NAME : HONGWANJI BUDDHIST
MISSION OF AUSTRALIA

BSB : 032197 AccOUNTNO : 481501

DESCRIPTION : PEACE RUN

R Y

Welcome to visit HBMA
Prof. Yoshikazu Shiobara

Department of Political Science,
Faculty of Law of Keio University

It was wonderful to see Professor Yoshikazu
Shiobara, who has been trying to visit Sydney for
last couple of years .
but because of Covid
restriction, he was
not able to travel.
However, finally he
made it this time! We
all believe you en-
joyed Sydney during
your stay!
In Gassho,

%W versity. (12/05/22)
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(From page 2) 2022 Gotan-e Dharma talk by Rev Healsmith

HBMA News

Our teacher Shinran Shonin returns again and again in his
writings to Amida Tathagata’s infinite light. In his ‘Hymns
Based on Gathas in Praise of Amida Buddha’ he writes:

‘3. Amida has passed through ten kalpas now
Since realising Buddhahood;
Dharma-body’s wheel of light is without bound,
Shining on the blind and ignorant of the world.’
(The Collected Works of Shinran p325)

And further:
4. The light of wisdom exceeds all measure,
And every finite living being
Receives this illumination that is like the dawn,

So take refuge in Amida, the true and real light.’
(Collected Works p325)

There is much more, but I must also quote this verse:
‘6. The cloud of light is unhindered, like open sky;
There is nothing that impedes it.
Every being is nurtured by this light,
So take refuge in Amida, the one beyond conception.’
(Collected Works p326)

And in his ‘Hymns of the Pure Land Masters’ he writes:
’47. The Name of the Tathagata of unhindered light
And the light that is the embodiment of wisdom
Dispel the darkness of the long night of ignorance
And fulfill the aspirations of sentient beings.’
(Collected Works p73)

So there it is. Amida’s light - which is
his wisdom and compassion - illu-
mines every one of us whether we
know it or not. The nature and action
of the light is inconceivable to us. It is
like the sun on a cloudy day. We may
not perceive it, but it is shining, and
when the clouds clear then we can see
and feel it. The Dharmakaya - the truth
body of the Buddha - in its active as-
pect of wisdom and compassion
reaches out to us and it is the infinite light and it is the Nem-
butsu. The Name of Amida - the name that all Buddha’s praise
and glorify (as is made clear by Amida Tathagata in his 17th
Vow) - the Nembutsu - is the light made manifest for us by the
Buddha’s compassion, and when we say the Nembutsu the vir-
tues of the light and the Name fill us. Then we are given the
Buddha’s mind of true entrusting - shinjin - and the Tatha-
gatha becomes each one of us. We are ‘embraced and not for-
saken’, and - as the sutra tells us - at the end of our lives we
will all reach emancipation. How wonderful, how joyful, yet
how inconceivable it is! Amida Tathagata takes
care of everything and of us all.

Shinran Shonin
1173 - 1263

Finally, from Shinran Shonin’s ‘Hymns of the

Pure Land Masters’:

'95. My eyes are hindered by blind passions,
I cannot perceive the light that grasps me;
Yet the great compassion, without tiring,
Hllumines me always.’

(Collected Works p385)

NAMO AMIDA BUTSU in Gassho, Amida Buddha

ReV Watanabe participated in Buddhist
C’ounm] of NSW’s AGM by (26 June 22)

Rev Watanabe participated in the
YT Annual General Meeting of
GENERAL BCNSW (by zoom) on Sunday 26

MEETING

June which was held at the Jong-
BopSa Korean Buddhist Temple at
Belfield, NSW.

Rev Watanabe joined
Gala Dinner celebration

organised by the Buddhist Coun-
cil of NSW on 29 May 2022

at Crystal Palace Function Centre
In Canley Heights

| join a gala dinner for the Buddhist
community!

" J This dinner was held at 29 of May,
when many Buddhist organisations
are all relaxing after Vesak celebra-
tions. It was also a wonderful oppor-
" tunity to get together with old
friends, meet new ones from Bud-
. § dhist and other communities and
AP celebrate the important work that
A Buddhist organisations are doing.

Big “Thank you” goes to Buddhist
Council of NSW and to those who
With Mr Gawaine

Powel Davies, Chair- actually organised this dinner.

erson of Buddhist
Council of NSW. In Gassho,

VMEMEEMEMEEMEMMEM‘

Please attend HBMA’s Annual
O-BON SERVICFE
Sunday 13 July 11am~

Please join in to attend the
Annual Obon service, cherish-
ing and commemorating
wonderful memories of our
loved ones who departed be-
fore us, and show our appre-
ciation to Amida Buddha.

Namo Amida Butsu

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAR

AAAAAAAANANT
ISAAAAAAAANAAL




2022 Gotan-e Dharma talk by Rev Healsmith ‘

DHARMA TALK by Rev Mark Healsmith
THE LIGHT OF AMIDA TATHAGATA

Recently | have been read-
ing Kemmyo Taira Sato’s
new book, ‘Living in Nem-
butsu - Commentary on
The Shoshinge by Shinran’,
which is a new translation
of and an extensive com-
mentary on the hymn that
we chant together, and
which originated as the
conclusion to the second
chapter - ‘On Practice’ - of
Shinran Shonin’s central work, Kyogyoshinsho (The True
Teaching, Practice and Realization of the Pure Land Way).

Rev Mark sharing his message
(15/05/22)

Like most of us, | guess, and especially for those - like me -
with minimal understanding of the Sino-Japanese that we chant,
I find it worthwhile being taken through the meaning of the
chant. It would be good to talk in more extensive detail about
the meaning of The Shoshinge, but that really would be the
work of many, many talks. Our teacher Shinran Shonin com-
passionately distilled the essence of his awakened understand-
ing of the Pure Land teachings into this work, and every line is
full of meaning, so the best | can do today is to consider one
verse.

The fourth verse has become the focus of my thoughts. This is
Sato’s translation:

‘Limitlessly radiating the light that is “infinite”, “boundless,’
“Unhindered,” “unparalleled,” “the Lord of blazing light,”
“Pure,” ““joyous,” “the light of wisdom,”

“Uninterrupted,” “inconceivable,” “indescribable,”
“Surpassing the sun and the moon,”

Amida Buddha illuminates all the worlds, as innumerable as
particles of dust;

All the infinite multitudes of beings receive his light.’

(Sato p 46)

s

FIANTS

We all know that Amida Tathagata is the Buddha of Infinite
Life and Light. What Infinite life might be is actually not a sim-
ple matter, but that is not what | am going to talk about today.
Rather, we will consider what the Infinite Light of the Tatha-
gata might be

In The Sutra on the Buddha of Infinite Life’ (The Larger Sutra
on Amitayus) we read the 12th Vow of Bodhisattva Dhar-
makara which states:

‘If, when I attain Buddhahood, my light should be limited, un-
able to illuminate at least a hundred thousand kotis of nayutas
of Buddha-lands, may I not attain perfect Enlightenment.’

We know from this that Amida Tathagata is the Buddha of Infi-
nite light and that his light is able to illuminate AT LEAST an
incalculable number of Buddha-lands. This must mean that in
fact Amida’s light is infinite in its reach.

The Larger Sutra continues:

‘The majestic light of the Buddha Amitayus is the most exalted.
No other Buddha’s light can match his....

...Amitayus is called by the following names: the Buddha of In-
finite Light, the Buddha of Boundless Light, the Buddha of Un-
hindered Light, the Buddha of Incomparable Light, the Buddha

of the Light of the King of Flame, the
Buddha of Pure Light, the Buddha of
the Light of Joy, the Buddha of the
Light of Wisdom, the Buddha of Un-
ceasing Light, the Buddha of Incon-
ceivable Light, the Buddha of Ineffa-
ble Light and the Buddha of the Light
Outshining the Sun and the Moon.’

All these descriptive names are in-
tended to name the unnameable. The
nature and quality of the Light is
surely in the end ineffable - too great
to be put into words.

More from The Larger Sutra:

‘If sentient beings encounter his light,
the three defilements are removed;
they feel tenderness, joy and pleas-
ure; and good thoughts arise. If sen-
tient beings in the the realms of suf-
fering see his light, they will all be
relieved and freed from affliction. At
the end of their lives, they all reach emancipation.’

Master Shandao

The Contemplation Sutra (The Sutra on Visualisation of the
Buddha of Infinite Life) teaches us:

‘The Buddha Amitayus possesses eighty-four thousand physi-
cal characteristics, each having eighty-four thousand secon-
dary marks of excellence. Each secondary mark emits eighty-
four thousand rays of light; each light shines universally upon
the lands of the ten directions, embracing and not forsaking
those who are mindful of the Buddha (i.e. Those who say
the nembutsu). It is impossible to describe in detail these
rays of light...’

The number ‘eighty-four thousand’ is found again and again
in the Buddhist scriptures, most commonly as the ‘eighty-four
thousand teachings’ denoting the entire body of teachings that
Shakyamuni Buddha expounded during his lifetime. The
number is never meant to be taken literally. It denotes an in-
numerable or countless amount - a teaching for every sentient
being - or here, countless rays of of light shining everywhere.

In ‘The Commentary on Vasubhandu’s Discourse on the Pure
Land’ Master Tanluan (Donran) writes:

“...The light of the Pure Land has arisen from the Tathagata’s
wisdom acquired as a result [of his vows and practices].
When one is illumined by it, the darkness of ignorance in
one’s mind will naturally be dispelled. Although the light is
itself not wisdom, it performs the function of wisdom. How
can we conceive of this?

(The Commentary...A Study and Translation - Hisao Inagaki
p232)

The light of the Pure Land is the inconceivable light of Amida
Tathagata and, as the Sutras teach, it shines universally.

(Continues on page 3)
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L-R : Mr Hisakazu Akiyoshi, Ms Hiroko Okuyama, Rev Mark Healsmith
Mrs Gill and Mr Victor Davidson, Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne and Rev Watanabe.

(15/05/22)

y, We were so fortunate
to have been able to
observe our 2022 Go-
tan-e service on 15 May 2022
at the HBMA Hondo in Ar-
tarmon. This included a face-
to-face  Annual  General
Meeting in the presence of Naijin was beautifully set in
Rev Mark Healsmith from W
Canberra, and our Dharma

friends. Mr Graham Ranft, from Canberra was able
to join by online!

We all expressed our highest respect and gratitude to
Shinran Shonin, the founder of Jodo Shinshu, and
celebrated his birth into this world.

During the ceremony, we first sang a Gatha Shuso
Gotan-e (Founder’s birthday) which was followed by
the chanting of Shoshin-ge in the special style used
for Gotan-e (known as On-
gaku Hoyo).

Then, Rev Mark shared a
&2 Dharma message for Go-
tan-e in English and I de-
livered the Japanese mes-
sage for this special day
(Rev Mark’s message is on
the following page).

We had a HBMA’s Annual Gen-
eral Meeting. (15/05/22)

m Volume 23 - No. 3
6 August, 2022

Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia
PO Box 292 Lindfield (Sydney)
N.S.W. 2070 AUSTRALIA
Phone : (02) 9403-1256

Mob :0412 - 396 - 014

Email : hbma@optusnet.com.au
http://www.hongwanji.com.au

Inside This Issue

Gotan-e and AGM were successfully held 1

Rev Healsmith's Dharma message 2-3
Joined BCNSW's AGM & Gala dinner
Shakyo class, Peace Run, Welcome 1o HBMA 4

~ The Gotan-e service was fol-
lowed by the 2022 Annual Gen-
eral Meeting.
After reciting Nembutsu, the
AGM was convened. I was again
elected as Chairperson. All ac-
tivities of the HBMA during the
year, and financial reports were
presented. The new budget for
the current calendar year was
approved. Although the budget

very tight because Kyoto

Shinran Shonin .
1173-1263 18 | )
Hongwanji stopped sending the

subsidy but everyone agreed that the need and
hopes for the continued existence of HBMA re-
mained very high, and that the mission should con-
tinue functioning here in Sydney for another year.

The membership of the Board remains as before. Mr
Graham Ranft, is stepped down from the chair of
president and stay as one of the board members.
However, no one stand as a
president on the day, so the
minister will act the role of
chair person as well.
Therefore, please give your
full support to our Board of
Directors by attending the [
services. Th:elnk you Graham- Mr Davi on(top). and Ms
san for serving as a president Koo (16/05/21)

so far.

Big “Thank you” goes to Rev Mark Healsmith, Mr &
Mrs Victor and Gill Davidson, Ms Hiroko Okuyama,
Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne, Mr Hisakazu Akiyoshi,
and Yukimi for joining the AGM! All of the devotion
of these people as well as those who wanted to join
but could not make it because of other commitments
and submitted proxy letters, showed their concern
towards our mission. They are very much appreci-
ated. Together, let us carry our HBMA forward.
In Gassho,

Rev Shigenobu Watanabe




